AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of the claims in the 
application. 
Listing of Claims ; 

1 . (Original) A method for playing a wagering game on a gaming terminal, the 
gaming terminal being one of a plurality of gaming terminals, the plurality of gaming terminals 
being linked to a multi-terminal prize pool, the method comprising: 

conducting a wagering game having a randomly selected outcome; 

awarding a player a payout amount in response to the randomly selected outcome being 
one of a plurality of winning outcomes; and 

increasing the amount of the multi-terminal prize pool in response to the randomly 
selected outcome being a multi-terminal prize-pool increasing outcome. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the randomly selected outcome 
comprises a at least one symbol. 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1, fixrther including receiving player- 
identification information, the awarding step comprising crediting an amoxmt to a player account 
indicated in the player-identification information. 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the conducting, awarding, and 
increasing steps are performed by a controller connected to each of the plurahty of gaming 
terminals. 
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9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising inputting a 
wager amount on the wagering game by the player, and, wherein, in response to the randomly 
selected outcome being the multi-terminal prize-pool increasing outcome, the multi-terminal 
prize pool is increased by an amount equal or greater than the wager amount. 

10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising awarding the multi- 
temiinal prize pool in response to the randomly selected outcome being a multi-terminal prize- 
pool award outcome. 

12. (Original) The method claim 1, wherein each of the plurality of gaming 
temiinals includes a terminal-level prize pool and further comprising increasing the terminal- 
level prize pool at one of said plurality of gaming terminals in response to the randomly selected 
outcome being a terminal-level prize pool at said one of said plurality of gaming terminals. 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12 4^, further comprising awarding 
wh e rein the terminal-level prize pool is award e d only for a limited amount of time or a limited 
number of gaming sessions . 

15. (Canceled) 

1 6. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the multi-terminal prize pool is a 
restricted-access wagering game. 

1 7. (Original) A gaming system, comprising: 
a controller; and 

a plurality of gaming terminals coupled to the controller, each of the plurality of gaming 
terminals having a wagering game having a plurality of symbols that indicate a randomly selected 
outcome of the wagering game, and a prize pool; 
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in response to one of the randomly selected outcomes at one of the plurality of gaming 
terminals being one of a plxirality of winning outcomes, the one of the plurality of gaming 
terminals awarding the player a payout amount, and, in response to the randomly selected 
outcome at one of the plurality of gaming terminals being a prize-pool increase outcome, the one 
of the plurahty of gaming terminals increasing the amount of the prize pool. 

1 8. (Original) The gaming system of claim 1 7, further comprising a plurality of 
multi-terminal prize pools, the multi-terminal prize pools including a bank-level prize pool and a 
wide-area network prize pool. 

19. (Original) The gaming system of claim 1 8, wherein, in response to the 
randomly selected outcome being the prize-pool increase outcome, the controller increases the 
amount of at least one of the plurality of multi-terminal prize pools. 

20. (Original) The gaming system of claim 17, wherein the prize pool is a 
terminal-level prize pool. 

2 1 . (Original) The gaming system of claim 1 7, wherein the basic game comprises 
the player wagering a wagering amount on the basic game, and in response to the randomly 
selected outcome being the prize-pool increase outcome, the prize pool is increased by a 
percentage of the wager amount. 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Canceled) 

24. (Original) The gaming system of claim 17, wherein the prize pool is awarded 
when the randomly selected outcome is a predetermined one of the plurality of winning 
outcomes. 

25. (Original) The gaming system of claim 1 7, wherein the randomly selected 
outcome comprises at least one symbol and the amount the prize pool is increased depends on 
which of the at least one symbols is achieved. 
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26-38. (Canceled) 

39. (Currently Amended) A gaming terminal comprising: 

a wagering game having a plurality of symbols that indicate a randomly selected outcome 
of the wagering game; and 
a first prize pool; 

wherein, in response to the randomly selected outcome being one of a plurality of prize- 
pool increase outcomes, the gaming terminal increases the amount of the first prize pool. 

40. (Currently Amended) The gaming terminal of claim 39, wherein each of the 
plurality of prize-pool increase outcomes increases the first prize pool by a different amount. 

41 . (Currently Amended) The A gaming terminal of claim 39 fiirther comprising: 

a wagering gam e having a plurality of symbols that indicat e a randomly s e lect e d outcom e 
of th e wagering gamo; and 

a second prize pool plurality of priz e pools : 

wherein, in response to the randomly selected outcome being one of a plurality of prize- 
pool increase outcomes, the gaming terminal increases the amount of eiie-ef the plurality of first 
or second prize pools. 

42-44. (Canceled) 

45. (Currently Amended) The gaming system of claim i? 44, wherein each of the 
plurality of winning priz e pool award outcomes includes a plurality of symbols, and at least one 
of the symbols is a "break the bank" symbol. 

46-55. (Canceled) 
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